
Sherwood Walk of Peace - May 2020 

Introduction  
 
During the Covid-19 Crisis many of us have been taking daily walks and discovering new corners of our 
local area. You are invited to take part in a Walk of Peace around Sherwood.  A walk provides an 
opportunity for: 
 

• Seeing, listening, feeling ... and we all see differently 
o We may see beauty and goodness, damage and brokenness, hope and possibility  

• Relationship and sharing... with our world, each other, nature, God 

• Responding ... with our hearts to care for our common home 
 
The prompts for reflection, prayer and thanksgiving are suggestions – see and listen for what speaks to 
you. Along the route look out for the doves hanging in windows. The dove is a familiar symbol of peace 
around the world. It is also of special meaning in the Bible as the bird which found dry land at the end of 
Noah’s “lockdown” in the ark, and as a representation of God’s Spirit who Christian people will be 
celebrating at Pentecost (31 May). 
 
1. Firs / Sycamore House nursing homes – corner of Mansfield Road & Elmswood Gardens 
 
Psalm 121: 8 “The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in” 
 
The Firs was previously a maternity home, now a nursing/ residential home for the elderly. We start our 
journey in a place where people have started and ended their lives. We remember 
 

• Those beginning their life; those nearing the end of their life; for each of us on our journey of life 

• The residents and staff of all the residential and care homes in our community 
 
Turn right up Mansfield Road, cross Trevose Gardens and then enter park by gate … walk up the path to 
the café area and beacon 
 
2. Beacon on Woodthorpe Park (near the café/ play area) 
 
Psalm 24:1 “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world and all who live in it”  
Matthew 5:14 “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden” 
 
The beacon was lit to celebrate the Millennium.  The park has views looking out over our city and 
beyond. We remember 
 

• Our world, the beauty of nature and gardens, and the bustling world below us 

• Our hopes for our community, city and world 
 
Explore the park as much as you would like, then return down path to exit at gate on Mansfield Road, 
turn right, walk to junction with Woodthorpe Drive. Cross Mansfield Road and enter the Community 
Centre grounds 
 
 
 



Sherwood Walk of Peace - May 2020 

3. Sherwood Community Centre (opposite bottom of Woodthorpe Drive) 
 
Acts 4: 32-35 “They were one in heart and mind … they shared everything they had … there were no 
needy persons among them” 
 
Woodthorpe House, built c 1750, is Sherwood’s oldest building and has been home to Sherwood’s 
Community Centre since the 1940’s. When not in lockdown many people enjoy the lively community 
groups, café and community garden here. We remember 
 

• Our local community and all that we value and enjoy in it 

• All those who work hard to build community in our area; and those who care for the needy 

• Those who feel lonely and are missing community 
 
Follow the path through trees to the left of the Community Centre to enter Woodthorpe Meadow 
 
4. Woodthorpe Meadow (behind wall on Mansfield Rd, enter left of Community Centre) 

 
Psalm 104: “Praise the Lord, O my soul … for all the beauty of creation” 
 
Woodthorpe Meadow is one of Nottingham’s many secret, special and surprising places - and one of 
dozens of nature reserves cared for by Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust (the smallest one, Holly corner, 
can also be found in Sherwood at the junction of Edwards Lane and Staunton Drive). In April the 
bluebells were abundant - what will you discover here? We remember 
 

• Our natural world, its beauty and all that it gives us … 

• Our care for the natural world, our common home, that we will live more in harmony with it 

• World Leaders to make and keep commitments to protect our planet, climate and biodiversity 
 
Follow the path through the woods (with wall on left) to emerge at the top of Danethorpe Vale/ junction 
with Mansfield Road 
 
5. Sherwood Estate (corner of Magnus Road & Mansfield Rd opposite Sherwood Manor) 

 
Matt 14: 14: “When Jesus saw a large crowd he had compassion on them” 
 
Sherwood Estate, built 1920-22, was designed by Cecil Howitt, architect of Nottingham’s Council House, 
as a “Garden City” (also former name of the Sherwood Manor pub!). We remember 
 

• Our homes, families and friends … especially those we are unable to see at this time 
 
Walk down Magnus Road/ Edwards Lane (or follow the path in “Sausage Island” in the middle, to the 
roundabout, then turn left along Perry Road to the entrance to Seely School 
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6. Seely School Entrance (on Perry Road) 
 
Proverbs 1:20 “Wisdom calls aloud in the street, she raises her voice in the public square” 
 
Tucked away behind the school there used to be a Sure Start Centre which is now a Hospital and Home 

Education Learning Centre for children with additional needs. We remember 
 

• Young people and students, and the futures of the children who will return here 

• Health and wisdom for teachers and staff in pre-schools, schools and universities  

• Parents and carers home schooling their children, and those with additional needs 
 

Continue along to Perry Road to junction with Victoria Road 
 
7. Nottingham Prison (junction of Perry Road and Victoria Road) 
 
 Matthew 25:36 “I was in prison and you came to visit me.” 
 
Reflection: We remember  

• all the men here and for their lives to be transformed – and their families unable to visit 

• the staff who look after them in difficult conditions 
 
Walk down Victoria Road, turn first left into Rufford Road 
 
8. On Rufford Road 
 
Luke 10: 38 “Jesus came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him” 
 
We could stop on any street, but here we notice the houses and homes of our neighbours and we look 
for the rainbows and doves in the windows. We remember 
 

• Our neighbours … 

• Those without homes, and the organisations who support them 
 
Continue along Rufford Road, pass through the snicket into Woodville Road and continue along 
Newstead Road to reach crossroads 
 
9. Sherwood Centre (crossroads Mansfield Road and Winchester Street) 
 
John 10:10: “I have come that you may have life, and have it in all its fulness”  
Jeremiah 29:7: “Seek the peace and prosperity of the city”  
 
We are in the heart of Sherwood usually bustling with activity. We remember 

• The wonderful variety of businesses and shops and our hopes for their future 

• Our transport networks, public transport, all who travel 
 
Notice the robin and rainbow above – then cross over Mansfield Road, walk along Winchester Street and 
turn first right up Mansfield Street to the junction with Lloyd Street.  
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10. Synagogue (corner of Lloyd street and Mansfield Street) 
 
Psalm 98:2-3 “The Lord has made his salvation known to the nations; he has remembered his love and 
his faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God” 
 
We walk as members of this community, each with our own stories and gifts. We remember: 

• The different faith and cultural communities that make up our diverse city, and the gifts and 
insight they each bring to us 

 
Continue up Mansfield Street, turn right down Spondon Street 
 
11. Sherwood Library & Police Contact Point 
 
Proverbs: 1: 2-3 “for attaining wisdom and discipline; for understanding words of insight; for acquiring a 
disciplined and prudent life, doing what is right and just and fair” 
 
Public libraries provide access to literature and information and the police protect us. We remember  

• All our community and council services, and all working to provide these services 

• Leaders making decisions during this crisis and after as we rebuild our lives and community. 
 
Return to Mansfield Road, cross at lights, then walk left up Mansfield Rd to Welbeck Health Centre 
 
12. Welbeck Health Centre 
 
Isaiah 58: 8 “Then your light will break forth like the dawn and your healing will quickly appear.” 
 
Standing here we think of our local health centres and hospitals. We remember 

• All people suffering sickness through Covid 19 and any other cause 

• Health and care workers caring for others, often risking their own health and well being 
 
Return to junction with Haydn Road and cross Mansfield Road, turn right and walk to the library 
 
13. Sherwood Methodist Church Quiet Garden 
 
Psalm 121: 8 “The Lord watch over your going out and your coming in” 
 
Here we finish our walk and rest a while in this quiet place. Before returning home, we remember 

• The places we go out from and come home to 

• The green and quiet spaces that refresh our souls 

• We pray for peace for ourselves, for our community and for our world 
 
Celtic Blessing:  

May the Road rise up to meet you, 
May the wind be always at your back, 
May the sun shine warm upon your face,  
The rains fall soft upon your fields and, until we meet again,  
May God hold you in the palm of His hand. 


